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question in a fair and impartial spirit,
and endeavour to see that no injustice
is done to anybody. Having done thadi,
hon. members will have done their
duty. So sure as an attempt be made to
deprive one person of his rights for the
benefit of another, so sure are we
embarking on a course which will lead
to disaster, to misery, and to ruin; and
in the end the persons who vote for
Bills of the kind are bound, I warn them,
to be caught themselves in the very trap
they are laying for other persons. 1f
ever there was a time when the House
should hesitate it is now. I know there
is a certain amount of interest— I know
that feeling runs high in certain quarters
in tbe House, because there has been a
demand by a certain section; but I think
a full and complete inquiry would reveal
a great many startling circumstances in
connection with this Bill. Every member
who has the self-respect he ought to have
ag the representative of the people should
sit down and calmly reflect; and then
if he can houestly vote for the Bill, let
him do so; but I warn him the passing
of the Bill will ultimately lead to trouble.
I ask hon. members to see that no injus-
tice is done to any persons becanse they
happen to be out of the colony; and
especially do I urge hon. members not to
bow down to popular clamour, from which
this House ought to be remote. It seems
to me that we are being butted at, and
that all the Bills are being sent from
another place in order that we may
resist popular clamour. 1 entreat the
House to throw out the Bill, Yaskevery
hon. member to think the matter over,
and if he sees that the objections I have
raised, or any of them, are valid, I ask
him to vote with me against the second
reading.

On motion by Hon. C. SommEes,
debate adjourned.

APPROPRIATION BILL,
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on motion by the Corowiar, Secre-
TARY, read a first time.

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK
AMENDMENT BILL
Received from the Legislative Assembly,
and, on motion by the CoLoNIAL SECRE-
TARY, read s first time.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mining Legse 197%.

REMEDIES OF CREDITORS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Received from the Legislative Assembl
and, on motion by the CorowiaL SEce
TARY, read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 6:30 o’clo
until the next Tuesday.

Fegialutibe Assembly,
Thursday, 22nd November, 1900.

Petition st Industrial Concilinfion and Arbitrat
ill-—Question: Mini Lease 1872 — Hampl
Plains Bajlwny Bill, Recommittal, repor
Approprintion Bill, second resding, ete.—P
Office Savipgs Bank Amendment Bill, second re
ing, ebe.—Bemedies of Creditors Act Amendms
Bill, second reading, etc.—Truck Amendment B
the Adwinistrator's suggestion of Amendmen
Land Drainage Bill, in Committee, reported—Pe
Elactric Tramwsays Lighting and Power I
{private), second reading (resumed), conclude
in Committee pro formi—Goldflelds Act Ame
ment Bill, in Committes, Clanse 16 to now claus
progress—Health Act Amendment Bill, in Co
mittes, Clanse 16 to end, reported—Adjournmant

Tag SPEAKER took the Chair
4-30 o'clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

PETITION—INDUSTRIAL CONCILIATIC
AND ARBITRATION BILL.
Tur PrEMIER presented a petitic
from the Incorporated London Chamb
of Mines against the Industrial Concili
tion and Arbitration Bill in the form
introduced.
Petition received.

QUESTION—MINING LEASE No. 197
Me. ILLINGWORTH, for Mr. Vosps

asked the Minmister of Mines: 1, W]
were the lessees of Lease 1978, 2, Wh
was the area of the lease. 3, Wheth

twenty-seven protection orders had be:
granted in seven months for the leas
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1, Where the orders were granted. s,
Why such lengthened protection had been
ziven. 6, On whose recommendation the
yrders were given. 7, Whether it was
the intention of the department to grant
tfurther protection. 8, If not, whether
steps would be taken to have the lease
worked.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES replied :
—1, Walter Henry Allan. 2, Twelve acres.
3, No. Since this lease was granted in
1894 twenty-three short periods of pro-
tection have heen granied. 4, Sowe at
Kalgoorlie and others in Perth. 5, Pro-
tection was first ted on account of
sontinued litigation upon which the prop-
erty was sold under writ of execution.
Since then other periods of protection
have been pranted owing to an offer of
surrender which had been made and con-
sidered solely on the grounds that the
Municipal Council was anxious to obtain
3% acres a8 a quarry for municipal pur-
poses. 6, The Warden granted some, and
others were granted on the recommenda-
tion of the Under Secretary. - 7, The
representatives of the lessee were informed
on the 17th inst. that unless a reasonable
offer was presented without delay no
further protection would be extended.

HAMPTON PLAINS RAILWAY BILL
(PRIVATE).

RECOMMITTAL.

On motion by the Premrier, Bill
recommitted.

Mr. MORAN: The Cbairman of
Committees had drawn attention to the
fact that after the railway left Govern-
ment Crown lands and went on to the
company’s land, there was no particular
land specified as land proper for the
building of the railway.

Mz. Piesse: It was limited to three
chains.

Mr. MORAN: The compeny might
limit it to half a chain. It was neces-
sary to specify that it should be three
chains absolutely.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : It.would be
necessary not only to mention the width,
but to take out the station sites along
the line. Supposing gold were found on
Hawpton Plains land, the company
would owo the royal metals, a town
might spring up outside the railway
station, and we might have to pay heavily
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for land which really belonged to the
railway.

Mz. Piesse: If there were any ad-
vantages in the land, those advantages
belonged to the company.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : If we leftany
open door on the question of land, we
might be placed in an unsatisfactory

gition.

Mr. MORAN: No matter how care-
fully the Bill were framed, there would
beksome things which the company could
take.

Tee PREMIER: The words “shall
be three chaing ” could be inserted.

Mr. IrvivewortH: That provision
would be satisfactory.

Claugse 2—Power {0 make railways.
Describe line of ronte :

Me. PIESSE moved that the words
“ not’ exceed,” in line 6, be struck out.
and the word *“ be” inserted in lien.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 13—Line to be open :

Tae PREMIER suggested that after
the word *traffic,” line 2, the following
be added : ‘* and shall run thereon at an
average speed of not less than 20 miles
per hour.”

M. Morar : That speed was too high.

Tee PREMIER: Twenty miles was
the rate on the Great Southern.

Mg. Piesse: Notthe average.
make the rate 15 miles.

Tag PREMIER accordingly moved
that the words “ and shall run thereon
at an average speed of not less than 15
miles per hour ™ be inserted.

Mz, Presse: We ought to go a bit the
other way.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

Better

APPROPRIATION BILL.
BECOND READING,

Tug PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), in moving the second reading,
said: I hope hon. members will agree to
pass this Bill through all its stages at
this sitting, hecaunse that will give mem-
bers in another place an opportunity of
reading it a first time to.day if it
is sent down at once, and then the
other House will no doubt postpone it
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till Tuesday. Of course they are mot
able to umend the Appropriation Bill,
but there is nothing to prevent them
from having a long debate upon it, and
upon the general affairs of the colony,
if they are so inclined, the same as we do
in this House. I do not know that they
are 8o inclined, and I hope they are not.
Stil} there is a good deal of work to do
here and in another place, and I wish to
inform hon. members opposite that we
propose to finish all the work on this
Notice Paper o their satisfaction, and to
co-operate with them with that object.
We have no desire whatever to take any
advantage of the House. We have never
done so all the years we have been here.
‘We have never prorogued the House
except with the concurrence of hon,
members opposite in the view that the
work had arrived at a stage when we
might fairly and properly prorogue. I
am sare we all want to expedite public
business, and to get to the prorogation
88 S00M a8 We can, congistently with per-
forming the business before us. The
Government have no new measures to
introduce, unless there are some of very
small importance, and I do not think
there are. 1 mway fairly ask hon. mem-
bers to pass the Appropriation Bill, so as
to give the Leyislative Council some time
at any rate to consider it. We do not
desire to rush matters through their
House. 1 hope, therefore, we shall pass
this Bill through all its stages to-day.
QQuestion put and passed.
Bill read a second time,

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

POST OFFICE SAVINGS BANK AMEND-
MENT BILL.

SECONT) READING.

Tee PREMIER (Right Hon. Sir J.
Forrest), in moving the second reading,
said : The object of this Bill is to arrange
for retaining the management of the
Post Office Savings Bank by the Govern-
ment of Western Australia, after the
Post and Telegraph Department is trans-
ferred to the Commonwealth by procla-
mation of the Governor General. Asis

[ASSEMBTL.Y ]

i

Second reading.

well known, the Post Office Saving
Bank is managed by the Postmaste
(Gteneral and his officers throughoud th
colony; and this Bill is to come int
force on the date that the Postal Depar
ment of this colony becomes, by proclk
mation, transferred to the Commonwealt
of Australin. The Bill provides the
when that time arrives, the Post Offic
Savings Bank shall be under the mar
agement and control of the Coloni
Treasurer, and that the Post Offic
Savings Bank Consolidation Aet of 189
shall be read as if the words ‘' Colonit
Treasurer” were substituted for th
words * Postmaster General,” wherevs
the same occur throughout that Ac
It is believed that when the Commor
wealth is established, arrangements ca
be made with the Commonwealth Go
ernment by which their officers in tk
Postal Depurtment throughout the colon
may perform the duties connected wit
the Savings Bank business, as agents £«
the Colonial Treasurer in the receipt an
disbursement of moneys, in the same wa
ag officers of that department do at tb
present time. I have had some commt
nication with the Premier of New Sout
Wales, where there is a Savings Ban
of the same character as here, and I
informs me that he is passing a Bi
through Parliament with the same objes
that we have in submitting this Bill 1
the House, and that he is making t}
same provision by which arrangement
can be made with the postal authoritic
of the Commonwealth for carrying o
the work of the Savings Bank in the ow
lying districts of that colony. Of cour:
8o far as the central office of the Saving
Bank in Perth is concerned, it will be v
more inconvenient to have it under th
Colonial Treasurer than it is at preser
to have it under the Postmaster Genera
The only inconvenience arising will t
in the districts away from Perth. W
propose, if possible, to make th
arrangement with the Commonwealt
Government; but if we cannot do s
then this Bill provides that :

In the event of such terms not being agree
upon, the Colonial Treasurer, with tk
approval of the Governor, may from time {
time appoint and remove, and may remuneral
ag aforeseid such officers and servants, an
make such arrangement and do such acts an
things as may be required for carrying on th
business of the said bank, and may defray th
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0st of 5o deing out of moneys to be veted by
‘he Parliament in that behalf.

[ do not say thisisa perfect Bill. In

;he next session or the one following it :

we may bring in a Bill for consolidating
#he whole of the Post Office Savings
Bank law, meking it in accord with the
tew position of affairs; but in the mean-
ime this Bill will insure that the Savings
Bank shall be carried on, either by
arangement with the Federal Govern-
ment, as is most likely, or in such other
way as the Government of this colony
way deem most suitable. . This is a
necessary Bill to have ready, and it will
not come into force until the Postal
Department becomes, by proclamation of
the Governor General, transferred to the
Commonwealth.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Bill passed through Committee with-
out debate, reported without amendment,
and the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council,

REMEDIES OF CREDITORS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
R. W, Pennefather), in moving the
second reading, said : The object of this
Bill is to amend Section 5 of 6 Victoria,
No. 15, passed so long ago that the rate
of interest which was deemed at that time
to be reasonable has since been considered
by universal custom to be outrageously
high—that is the interest on judgments.
Under the Remedies of Creditors Act, a
creditor was entitled to gel 10 per cent.
on his judgment, when. recovered ; but in
none of the other colonies of Australia is
such a high rate of interest allowed on
judgments; therefore it is proposed in
this Bill to reduce the amount of interest
to the same rate ag is customary in other
colonies—that is to reduce the amount of
interest from 10 per cent. to 6 per cent.
T beg to move that the Bill be now read
a second time,

Mzr. WALLACE (Yalgoo): I do not
lmow whether hon. members intend to
discuss this Bill, but I desire to say that
I oppose any reduction of the rate of
interest. (General laughier) If it is

Second reading. '1861

only desired on the part of the Govern-
ment to bring our rate of interest into
line with the rate payable in other colo-
nies, then I say, let the other colonies
bring their rate of interest up to our rate.

Trz Premier: Do you understand
the Bill ?

M. WALLACE: I Am a creditor;
and many times have I appealed to the
Attorney-General for an amendment of
the Petty Debts Aect. I find that,
according to the Attorney - General's
opinion, there cannot be an amendment
of that Act in the direction I would like;
and, as the Attorney General knows the
swendment I should like to make, he will
understand what I am about to suy, that
the existing law gives dishonest persons a
chance of obtaining goods from traders
for which the purchasers have no intention
of paying. Thisis done even under the
present Small Debts Act; yet here we
find the Government still further ham-
pering the poor and honest trader

Tur ATToRNEY GENERAL: Nothing
of the sort.

Mr. WALLACE: The ome proviso
which conduces to the payment of judg-
ment debts is the fact that debtors know
the judgment creditor is entitled to 10
per cent, interest on the amount of the
judgment.

Tae Premier: That is too much.

Me, WALLACE: I do not think so.
Gentlemen on the Treasury bench, who
have no commercial experience, are not in
a position to judge. Throughout the
world, bad debts are a heavy tax on small
traders ; and unless creditors are to have
gome better protection against debiors,
we may as well abolish the Small Debts
Act altogether. 1 hope the House will
not agree to this reduction of the rate of
interest from 10 per cent. to 6. Other
hon. members engaged in commercial
pursuits will, I feel sure, express opinions
in accord with mine. I intend to oppose
the second reading.

Mz, WILSON (Canning): In my
experience, I am glad to get the principal
without the interest.

Tae PreMier: And if you cannot get
the principal, you have a poor chance of
getting the interest,

Me. WILSON: Supposing a debtor
do not satisfy a judgment, it does not
matter if the interest be 20 per cent., as
the creditor is no better off; and in
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dealing with a debtor who will pay the
. principal, the creditor is only too willing
to accept that, or, if he charge interest ab
all, to assess it at a reasonable rate. I
think 6 per cent. is a fair thing.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE, ETC.

Clause 1:

Mz. WALLACE: Though evidently
alone on this question, he must point out
that we were giving encouragement to
unprincipled debtors to allow judgments
carrying 6 per cent. to remain unsatisfied,
becanse the money was worth 8 per cent.
to the debtor. He (Mr. Wallace) knew
of 2 man in Perth who boasted that it
paid him better to allow judgments and
costs to be recovered against him than to
pay his debts, because the money was
worth more to him than the amount of
the costs and interest.

THE ATTorRNEY GENERAL : That was a
losing game.

Mr. WALLACE : No; it was practised
by many. Against this Bill he entered
his protest.

Tee PreEmizr: If most people were
desirous of avoiding payment, the hon.
member's argument might have force.

Mer. WALLACE : Let the Premier go
into business, and he would find such was
the case.

Tae PREMIER: Unlike the hon,
member, he was not what was known
as “a business man” If all were
adverse to paying debts, and this provise
for interest on judpgments were held in
terrorem over their heads, it might be
useful; but most people were anxious to
satisfy judgments, and while they were
trying to rase the money, this exorbitant
interest was accumulating. Surely there
were not many business men who con-
sidered it paid them better to allow judg-
ment to be entered against them, with
interest and costs, than to pay their debts.
It was common knowledge that people
who were always in the courts as defend-
ants could not be doing well. It was
usurious to try to extort 10 per cent.
from a poor fellow unable to pay a debt.
Such a man should rather be encouraged
to pay.- Many people thought an impe-
cunious person should be charged a
heavier rate of interest than a rich man,
but that was the idea of a Shylock. The

in Commiliee.

hon. member wished to make it impo
sible for a poor debtor to pay, by chargi
him 10 per cent. In this colony, mon
could now be borrowed on good securi
at 5 or 6 per cent., yet the hon. memb
wanted to charge 10.

Mz, WALLACE: The Premier w
not in a position te appreciate the poir
He (Mr. Wallace) was not ashamed
be classed as a business man. It k
been stated the intention of the Act w
to induce traders not to give credit; b
without credit business could not 1
carried on, therefore creditors must °
protected. While money was worth
per cent. to debtors, they would allc
judgments to remain outstanding at
per cent. unless execution could be levie
and frequently such men had no goods
chattels which could be seized.

Tae PeEMiegr: Then the 10 per cer
would be of no value to the creditor.

Mr. WALLACE: The Governme
were offering facilities for cheating hone
traders, without whose assistance ¢t
colony’s industries could not live.

Mr. WILSON : The last speaker d
not grasp the object of the law, whi
was not to compel the payment of det
by exorbitant interest on judgments, b
to give the jndgment creditor a fair ra
of interest on money outstanding.
dishonest debtors who would not pay
all, the rate of interest did not matte
and against them the only remedy was
irsue execution.

Mg. WarLLace: Some had nothing «
which to levy.

Mr. WILSON: Then 10 per cet
would not assist the creditor. On t
other hand, none would wish to mulet t
honest debtor in heavy charges. Ninet
nine per cent. of ereditors would be saii
fied with the principal and the ordina
market rate of interest, and the comme
cial community would agree that 6
cent. was a fair rate.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: T
hon, member (Mr. Wallace) thought
high rate of interest on judgments wou
compel dishonest debtors te pay.
would not do anything of the Lin
because when such a debtor found intere
at 10 per cent. mounting up, any id
of paying which he had previously he
would be abandoned, and the Iaw wou
thus defeat itself. The only object
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the clause was to give the creditor a
reagonable interest on an unsatisfied
judgment; and a low rate was an incen-
tive to the honest debtor to pay as soon
as possible.

Me. PIESSE: The 10 per cent. rate
on judgments should certainly be reduced
to something like 6. There were, how-
ever, many other cases in which the
statutory rate of interest was 10 per cent.
That rate of interest was fixed years ago,
when the rate was much higher than
to-day. He had often thought the rate
much too high, and if there were other
instances in which the rates could be
reduced in the sawe way as under this
clanse he hoped the matter would be
taken into consideration. Asa rule, there
had been a difficulty in getting money
at even B per cent. It seemed rather
hard that a creditor paid 8 per cent.
while a debtor was enjoying the advantage
of 6 per cent. under this provision; but
the cases of hardship would be so few,
and the instances of advantage so many,
that we might act liberally and reduce
the rate.

Me. HUTCHINSON : If this clause
were passed, would it a.?pp]y to the
Municipal Institutions Act f

Mgz. A. Forrest: The council put the
bailiffs right in.

Mr. HUTCHINSON : That did not
say it was right. Under the Municipal
Institutions Act there was an opportunity
to sue, and if the council sued, the debt
became a judgment debt, and why should
10 per cent. be charged? The proposal
in the Bill was a proper thing, and he
would like to see the same remedy
applied in regard to other things under
other Acta.

Clanse pnt and passed.

Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

TRUCK ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

ADMINISTRATOR'S SUGGQESTION OF AMEND-
MENT.

Message from the Legislative Council
read, intimating that in pursunance of a
Message from the Administrator, an
amendment had been made in the Truck
Act Amendment Bill ; and requesting the
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concurrence of the Assembly therein, as
follows :—

Schedule No. 1.—To add the following words
to the end of the first clause, after the word
" repealed ¥ :—* And Section 19 of the said Act
is further amended by adding immediately
after sub-section 9 the following:—* Nor ghall
this Act extend or apply where any employer
or hia agent supplies or contracts to supply
to any workman any medicine or medical
attendance in any part of the colony defined
by the Governor by proclamation for the
purpose of this exemption.”

Schedule No. 2.—Add the worda *“ And the
Governor may from time to time amend, alter,
or revoke any such proclamation.”

IN COMMITTEE.

Tee PREMIER : The Message which
was sent by His Excellency the Governor
to the Council proposed a restriction
i a Bill passed by this House and the
Legislative Council a short time ago, but
not yet ussented to. The Bill provided
that there should be no stoppage of
wages from any working man for the
purpose of supplying him with medical
comforts or medicine, The reasons for
the Bill were doubtless fresh in the
minds of members. There was a great
deal of commotion on the goldfields
because a shilling a week, he thought,
was being stopped from the men’s wages,
and was used to pay a medical man who
gave them medical attendance, and to pay
hospital fees if the men became so ill as
to require attendance at the hospital.
It was generally felt it was not right that
this money should be deducted from
working men. The plan which had been
in existence worked well in the early
days in out-of-the-way localities, but 1t
was not considered necessary in places
like Kalgoorlie, that had betome thickly
populated and contained plenty of
medical men, and private and public
hospitals. The friendly societies, he
believed, complained more loudly than
the working men themselves, because
these societies provided for medical
attendance and payment of a certain
amount when members were ill, and the
members were also compelled to have
this reduction from their wages, which
seemed a hardship, the result being that
many in those districts either left friendly
societies or did not join them. To his
surprise he found that their action did not
meet with satisfaction everywhere. A
deputation from Bunbury was to wait
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upon bim with regard to Yarloop, and
already a deputation had come all the
way from Denmark, and there wasa long
petition signed by 500 of the working-
men at Denmark. Those people were
very earnest about it. They said tha$
the Bill if carried into effect would break
up their hospital, and cause the doctor to
leave the district. He (the Premier)
suggested that the men might subscribe
6d. or ls. a week without being com-
pelled to do it, and without having the
amount stopped from their wages. The
amount might be paid to the cashier or
secretary or treasurer, and the, whole
matter be settled. Those representatives
said, however, that that would not do,
for there were a lot of young men
who were willing to have the money
stopped from their wages, but who, if
they omce got hold of it, did not
care about parting with it. In faet,
the system would not work. This com.
munity consisted of about 1,000. There
was no public-house, and the people were
quiet, except on occasion. They bad a
nice hospital provided by the mill owners,
and with the funds they managed the
business themselves, not only providing
attendance for the sick, but also wages
for a person when sick. He believed also
that the lives of the people were insured,
which the good rate of wages enabled the
people to do, and the whole thing worked
very well. In order to ascertain the bona
fides of the deputation, he asked these
two representatives what positions they
held, thinking perhaps they were foremen
or men representing the management ;
but they assured him they were ordinary
working men, and that their expenses had
been paid by-a levy of 1s. a head on the
people employed. 'These 500 people paid
£25 to meet the expenses of these men
to Perth and back. He was much
impressed with their earnestness, and
said he would see what he could de.
The only thing was to get the Governor
to suggest that a clause be added to the
Bill. Since then there had been a similar
representation from Yarloop, a place
situated eight or ten miles from the
railway, and away in the bush. Doubtless
the same conditions existed there as at
Denmark. Both belonged to the same
company, and the company seemed to
Yiave acted very well in regard to the
matter, becanse they had built a hoespital
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and they gave a considerable amount.
There was a puarantee of £450 to the
doctor, and he believed these people
contributed about £300. The whole
thing apparently worked well, and to the
interests of everyone, and especially was
it of great advantage to the married people
there with families. If the Billwereallowed
to apply everywhere as it at present
stood, it would take away advantages with
regard to medical treatment and medical
affairs e‘gienem]ly, which people already
possessed. No one could object to the
provision passed by the Legislative Coun-
cil, which was in the terms that the
Administrator suggeated, with a little
addition, that addition being an improve.
ment. Theeffect of this would be, taking
Denmark for example, that the Govern.
ment, would provide that within a certain
distance, say 10 miles, or whatever it
might be from Denmark, the Bill should
not apply. If a time arrived when the
people would not want to be ezempt,
that exemption could be cancelled. The
same would apply to Yarloop, or any
other locality. He moved that the
Assembly agree to the amendment
proposed in His Excellency’s Messags,
as amended by the Legislative Council.

M=s. KINGSMILL: The amendment
suggested in His Excellency’s Messapge
wag an improvement. At the time the
Bill was going through the House, he
had thought it would perhaps be rather
awkward for a timber company. From
the nature of the employment of getting
timber for sale, these companies required
very large areas of land, consequently
the people became a segregated com-
munity ; whereas in the case of a mining
company there might be 1,000 men work-
ing on 24 acres, if so desired. It would
be a good thing to accept the armmendment
contained in the Message, and to give the
Governor-in-Council power to proclaim
parts of the colony exempt from the
operation of the Bil{

Me. MITCHELL: While supporting
the amendment recommended by the
Administrator, he was sorry it was not a
recommendation for the repeal of the
whole Truck Aect. That Act had not
helped to protect the working man in the
way some members had expected it would,
nor was it ever likely to do so. Speak-
ing from what he kmew, he could say that
many little industries which would per-
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haps be working now in his neighbour-
hood were not working, in consequence
of the stringency of the Truck Act; and
he was only sorry the Legislative Council
had not asked this House to join in
repealing the whole measure.

Mgz. PIESSE: It was pleasing to find
thbat this amendment was recommended
by the Administrator. It had been his
own intention, when the amending Bill
was before this Chamber recently, to
propose an amendimnent of this character,
but he happened to be away from the
House at the time. This amendment
would be very acceptable in the districts
mentioned by the Premier, and it had
been guggested to him by workmen that
it would be hard for those ewmployed on
timber stations if the provisions of the
Truck Act were strictly enforced. It
appeared that these people had taken
immediate action, with the result that
this amendment was now recommended
by the Administrator as an addition fo
the amending Bill lately passed. The
present system at these timber mills
worked admirably, and if it* were not for
the action of the proprietors in providing
a medical man to reside on these stations,
people at the Denmark station wonld
have to go to Albany, some 30 miles
distant, in any serious case of sickness;
whereas by providing for a local medical
man many lives might be saved and
much suffering avoided. Thisamendment
would be yanch appreciated by people
in the localities which had been men-
tioned.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : In supporting
the amendment as it stood, he wanted to
uiter a word of caution, that these exemp-
tions should be made with great care by
the Government. The amendment itself
was one of great value, and he could
understand that there were exceptional
cases which this amendment would meet.
Stili the Government should exercise the
power of exemption with great care, and
it should certainly not be used as one
member gseemed to suggest, for the pur-
pose of destroying the existing Act. The
two fimber districts which had been
mentioned deserved to have their cases
met by this amendment.

Me. GEORGE: When the Truck Bill
was going through this House, he and
other members considered it wus hardly
likely to carry out what was desired.
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namely that a man should be paid his
wages in cash without a,ng deduction.
That Bill was forced through this House
without proper consideration, and we saw
that & number of exemptions wers pro-
vided at the end of the Bill which prac-
tically nullified the effect of the meagure.
These exerptions were provided for
employers chiefly in the far North, to
whom it would be inconvenient to bhave
the ordinary law forced on them. He
recognized that at the Denmark and
Yarloop timber mills, exemption could be
fairly given ; but there were other timber
mille besides these two, and he had not
heard any complaint from workmen
employed there. He was at Jarrahdale
recently, and no complaint of this kind
wus mentioned to him.

Mg. IrrineworTH: Exemption could

be granted only with the consent of the
Governor-in-Couneil.
. Mz. GEORGE: That was some pro-
tection, certainly; but he must protest
against this sort of business. A few
years ago it was o frequent complaint
that this country was a century behind in
sociul legislation. Since that time there
had been many attempts at social legisla-
tion, but they were done in such a hurry-
skurry manner that there was danger of
destroying and disarrangingthe conditions
which bad been established many years in
various industries of this colony. Proper
deliberation should be given in passing
measures of this character, and we should
not put at the end of a Bill a list of
exemptions which practically made the
Bill ugeless. It was the boast of English.
men that the same law applied to the rich
and the poor; whereas in Western Aus-
tralia, while professing to make the same
law for all classes, we provided a number
of exemptions. If members in the new
Parliament had any backbone, they would
prevent exemptions being made for ome
part of the community as distinguished
from others.

Mz. MITCHELL (in explanation) said
he had not made any reference to exemp-
tions in his remarks on this amendment.
He had said he would like to see the
Truck Act repealed, because in many

. instances it interfered with industries

which could very well be carried on with-
out it, and it did so by preventing a man
from entering inte a contract with his
employer.
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M=z. VOSPER: The time had gone by
for antiguated drivel about freedom of
contract. For over 80 years, legislation
for prohibiting truck had been in opera-
tion in England, and had been repeatedly
made more stringent ; therefore what was
good enough for England in regard to
guch legislation should be good enough
for us. The system of paying work-
people in goods iustead of cash was
simply 2 means used by some unscrupu-
lous employers to take unfair advantage
of those who depended on them. If there
were some industries about Northampton
which could exist only so long as the
truck system was allowed, those indus-
tries did not deserve to exist. He did
not like the way in which the Legislature
had been * backing and filling™ since this
truck question was introduced. We first
had a Bill which apparently was very
stringent, and up to Clause 18 it appeared
to provide for all that was most valuable
in that class of legislation ; but in Clause
19 a series of exemptions was made,
which rendered the Bill waste-paper.
The member for Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill)
had introduced the Bill into this House
for amending the Truck Act by remedy-
ing one of those exemptions; and nowa
further amendment was introduced as a
suggestion by the Governdr, to enable
some people to get vut of the comparative
stringency of that legislation.

Tee Premier: The people at these
timber mills wanted this amendment.

Mz. VOSPER : It was desirable that
the House should fully understand what
it intended to do. If we did mean to
prevent trucking geuerally, the Bill
should be amended in the direction of
making it more stringent rather than less
g0. This amendment only showed how
difficult it was for this Parliament to
pass an Act applying to the whole terri-
tory of Western Australia, while not
inflicting hardship op part of it; and in
truth the country was too big for this
Parliament. On the goldfields, the
system obtaining there of making men
pay so much per week towards the
medical fund had led to the grossest
abuse. Certain medical men derived

large funds from it, and even
farined out their medical work. Mining
companies had even utilised these con-
tributions to insure themselves against
damages uuder the Employers’ Liability
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Act. The Bill would stop that. At the
same time, while baving this salutary
effect on the goldfields, the law prevented
timber-mill employees receiving medical
attendance, and he therefore supported
the amendment. The same deputation
which waited on the Premier had come to
him, and convinced him that the amend-
ment was necessary. The result of all
this patchwork legislation would, however,
be a consolidated Truck Act, and it
would ultimately be found that the
Government policy of trying to conciliate
the labour party on the one hand and
employers on the other had been a waste
of time and money. In future social
legislation, Parliament would have to
take one side or the other, and not
endeavour to pleage everybody.

Mgz WILSON : The (Gtovernment had
not tried to conciliate both parties. . The
cepitalists had had nothing to do with
the matter. Thisagitation had proceeded
from friendly societies whose members
had been aggrieved by having to subscrihe
for medical attendance through their
employers and through the societies. The
deputation from Denmark asked for
exemption from the operation of the
Truck Act.

Tee PreMier: Yet without the Act,
the men would not pay the weekly
medical contribution.

Mz, WILSON: True; unless the
employer made such payment a condition
of employment.

Tuae Peemier : That was a bad state
of affairs.

Mr. WILSON : It arose from the fact
that many of the men were continually
moving about, and therefore wonld not
pay voluntarily.

Mr. GeorGeE: And such men were
the greatest burdens on employers,

Mr. WILSON : Undoubtedly, becanse
of their thriftlessness. It was well a
timber station should be exempted at the
request of the employees. The member
for the Murray (Mr. George) had heard
nothing from Jarrahdale, probably be-
cause the people of Jarrahdale had not
heard of the recent amendment of the
Truck Act. Pass the amendment, and
find out how it worked in practice.

Mer. WALLACE supported the
amendment. The Truck Act had been
introduced mainly at the request of
timber-mill employees, and now it was
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necessary to pass an Act to compel them
to pay for medical attendance. He had
maintained the original Act would work
harshly ; and there could be no objection
to districts being exempt from its opera-
tion at the request of the employees.

Me. GEORGE: 1In what circum.
stances would exemptions be granted ?
At the request of the workmen omly?
He would like the matter postponed so
that he might consult his constituents.

Tee PREMIER: Whatever the views
of the hon. member's constituents, the
Committee knew the opinion of the people
at Denmark, who were anxivus to have
vested in the Governor the power to
grant exemption, so that employers might
retain a weekly subsidy for medical pur-
poses. Such power would doubtless be
exercised on representation from the
locality in question ; the Governor would
have to be satisfied an exemption was
desired by the people; and on his being
safisfied, the proclamation would issue.
If the people of Jarrahdale wanted
exemption, they would apply. The
Governor would not take a district out
of the operation of the general law with-
out. application; and a locality exempted
could subsequently apply to have the
exemption removed. The Bill was purely

rmisgive, and therefore could do ne

mage.

Me. IrLingworTH : There was no need
for delay.

Mr. GEORGE accepted the Premier’s
explanation. Apparently, however, the
Truck Acts might as well be torn up.

Question—that the Council's amend-
ment be agreed to—put and passed.

Resolution reported, the report adopted,
and a Message accordingly transmitted to
the Council.

LAND DRAINAGE BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.
Clause 1—agreed to.
Clause 2—Interpretation :
Tae PREMIER moved: 'That the
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definition of “ ratable property,” in lines
16 to 18 of page 2, be struck out, and '
the following inserted in lieu :

Ratable property shall mean all buildings, ‘
lands, tenements, and hereditaments in the |
district, except the following, namely: All :
such property situate within the limits of & |
municipality or in any town where there l
exists a town council; waste lands of the

wn Commitiee. 1867

Crown in the possession of the Crowm or
leased by the Crown for pastoral purposes;
land the property of the Crown and used for
any public purpose; churches, chapels, ceme-
teries ; places for the public worship of
Almighty God; public achools, or schools
deriving aid from the Government; public
buildings and lande appropriated and held
upon trust for any religious, charitable, or
public purpose, or reserved or set apart for
the benefit of the aborigines.

“ Ratable property * and “ ratable value "
ju this clause meant respectively ratable
property and ratable value under the
Roads Act of 1888, but it was as well to
define 1% and make it clear, so that a
reference to the Act of 1888 might be
avoided. It had been said that this Bill
was useless, because the rating was under
the Roads Act, and under the Roads At
the most that property could be rated at,
if it were Crown land not alienated from
the Crown, would be the rental paid to
the Crown. The person who said that
had some knowledge of the Roads
Act, but he did not look closely into the
matter. If that person had said this
ratable property and ratable value had
been defined to mean ratable property
and ratable value under the Roads Act
in foree, the statement would have been
accurate; but he did not go so far as
that. He went to the Roads Act of
1888, and mnot until 1894 did we
amend the law so that the only value
should be the amount paid to the
Crown. That was done in order to
bring the pastoral lands under the opera-
tion of the Roads Act. Crown land,
especially in the northern parts of the
colony, was exempt under the term
“ratable property ” in the Act of 1888,
and there could be no electors in all these
vorthern districts; therefore the law was
altered 8o that Crown lessees should be
electors under the Roads Act, and that
they should be rated at the rent they paid
to the Crown. There was no particular
intention at that time for them to tax
themselves, but the alteration was more
with a view of giving them a status as
electors. It was desired that under this
Bill the property should be rated. We
were careful not to apply the section in
the Roads Act of 1894 to this Bill, and
we regtricted ratable property and ratable
value to the Act of 1888.

Mz GEORGE: If we were going to
drain a district which contained a lot of
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land disposed of to settlers, and also land
which belonged to the Crown and might
in future be parted with to settlers, the
Crown land should bear its yearly pro-
portion of the cost of these drains?

TrE ATTorRNEY GENERAL: Clause 28
covered the point referred to,

Me. GEORGE: Clause 28 did not
quite cover it. Clause 28 said that the
Grovernor might make a contribution to
the funds of the board to such extent as
he might see fit; but he (Mr. George)
took it that this became a charge against
the drainage of the district, and the
money had to be found. If land were
sold, without being drained, at 20s, an
acre, and if in five or six years the charge
amounted to 3s. or 4s. per acre, the
upset price of the land should cover that
amount of drainage.

Tre PREMIER : Inthe event of Crown
lands being benefited by the operation
of the drainage, the Governor could make
a contribution to the funds of the board
to such an extent as he thought fit. That
would be a contribution, and would
not have to be repaid by the people.
The Government would be recouped by
charging an increased price for the land
a8 improved by being drained.

M=r. IrninegworTH: Where was the
clanse providing for that?

Tae PREMIER: A clause was not
wanted, because the Minister would have
full power under the Land Act to increase
the price of any land disposed of. The
Legislature wonld see that the Minigter
recouped himself by increasing the price
above the minimum charge of 10s. per
acre. The whole thing was in the hands
of the Government. He could not agree
thet the Crown should be rated. That
course had never been adopted in this
colony.

Me. Inuiveworra: Where was the
guarantee ? .

Tue PREMIER : We were not likely
to drain land wunless with the view of
increaging the valune. A good deal of
land would be useless without being
drained, and if we improved that land, it
would be valuable. He did not think the
price would be increased to any large
extent. Still, the way referred to was
the only one he could see of dealing with
the maftler, nnless we adopted the system
of making grants of money, which we
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i the whole of the exzpense.

in Commitiee.

did not desire to do. We must try to put
this on a reproductive basis,

Me. GEORGE : All through the South-
West, or certainly that part which be
{Mr. George) represented, there was land
that would be affected by this drainage,
and land would be eagerly sought after
by people; but the great difficulty was
that plans had been issued by the Crown
Lands Department showing drains which
did not exist. As to rating, he agreed
there would be a great difficulty in starting
to rate Crown lands. The drainage board
had to levy a rate, and how would they
set about doing it ?

At 630, the CHatRMAN left the Chair.
At 7:80, Chair resumed.

Tee PREMIER suggested that hon.
members should defer their observations
till we got to the clause dealing with
rating. “ Ratable property,” as defined
in the Bill, would embrace all kinds of
property, including land and buildings,
and would be assessed at what was con-
sidered by the assessors to be their fair
annual value; therefore everyoue residing
in the drainage district would be liable
to be rated for this purpose. In regard
to the district itself, care would have to
be taken in defining it, so that the district
should embrace not ouly the place where
the water came from, but the place where
it was going to, whether some channel,
river, ot estuary.

Mz. InpiwewortH: Care should be
taken vot to flood the country.

Tae PREMIER: It would be beiter
to insert the new definition, because it
set forth in the Bill what was ratable
property, and saved the trouble of going
to the Roads Act of 1888 to find that out.

M=. GEORGE : If the Governor made
a contribution under Claunse 28, something
must be done before that coniribution
was made. A rate would have to be
struck on the ratable property of the
district, and the rate must be sufficient
to pay all charges incidental to the drain.
age work; therefore that portion of the
land which was settled upon and was
ratable would practically have to bear
There was
scarcely any district in the colony which
would be affected by this Bill, in which
there was not & large amount of unalien-
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ated Crown land; and this land would
benefit by the drainage works, while the
whole cost of the work would fall on the
ratable portion of land held by persons
outside of the Crown land. While the
Crown land was being enhanced in value
by the drainage work, the interest payable
on the capital for that work would have to
be provided by people elready settled on
alienated land. ‘I'be Crownm land could
not be rated as private land was rated,
and therefore the amount of contribution
to be given by the Government could not
be fixed by any process of rating. Yet
when the Crown land was increased in
value and could be sold o occupiers at
an enhanced price, the Government
would get the money back in the form of
enhanced value, and that enhanced value
would result from money which had been
provided by settlers who had to pay
mterest on the cost of the work., TIf the
rate levied on private land within the
drainage area was to be equal {o all the
charges for drainage, there would be no
deficiency to be made up by this contri-
bution from the Government; therefore
on what basis was the Gtovernor’s contri-
bution to be estimated ?

Tue PREMIER: The hon. member's
reasoning was hardly logical. If there
were uo provision for the Gtovermment
to give anything towards this drainage,
he did not think anyone would have a
right to complain, for it was unusual,
indeed unprecedented in this colony, to
tax unalienated Crown land; and as the
Crown land was being enhanced in value
by drainage, the effect of that would be
that the land would be sold to settlers at
an enbanced price, and these settlers
would immediately become contributors to
the funds of the Drainage Board ; whereas
if the Crown land was not settled on, there
would be no contributors from that area,
which would continve to be unoccupied
and produce nothing towarda the drainage
rate. In this Bill the Government were
going further then that, with the object
of increaging the price to be paid by those
who took up the land ; for they said the
Governor might give such contribution
as he thought fit towards the funds of
the board for the purpose of paying the
interest. If the Government were not to
contribute any part of the interest for the
drainage work, they would not in that
case charge more than the ordinary value
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of the land to persons who might settle
on it; but seeing that the Crown land
would be made more productive by
drainage, the Government proposed to pay
a contribution in aid of the board's funds.
The Bill, if it erred at all, did not err by
being barsh to drainage boards; for the
State took the responsibility not only of
finding the money, but of paying interest
out of the consolidated revenue, should
the board make default.

Mz. GEORGE : By the Bill, lands not
profiting by drainage need not contri-
bute; therefore all lunds which did
benefit should contribute.

Tee Premier: Crown lands could
not be taxed.

Mz. GEORGE: Tax all lands alike.
Some settlers had been induced to take
up land by plans submitted showing
drains which did not exist. The board
had tc teise a rate which would pay
interest on the money borrowed; the
ratepayers would pay for improvements
to Crown lands; therefore the basia of
the Government contribution should be
proportionate to the rate struck, and such
contribution should be added to the upset
price of the Crown land.

TARE PrEMIER: In that way the board
would get nothing.

M=r. GEQORGE : Not having convinced
the Premier, ke haq still done his duty.

Tue PREMIER: Apart from the un-
desirableness of introducing the principle
of taxing Crown lands, these unoccupied
and unimproved lands, perhaps half-
covered by water, had no ratable value,
and the State would therefore contribute
nothing in rates. Better let the Govern-
ment appraise the value of Crown lands
when drained, and contribute accordingly.
These contributions could be recouped
by raising the selling price of the Crown
land. This would be better than a hard-
and-fast rule, which would be imprac-
ticable.

MRr. GEORGE : If, before the board
struck a rate, they could approach the
Government with o statement that the
rate would produce a certain sum, and if
the Government would provide the bal-
ance required to carry on the work, asthe
Government he understood were prepared
to do, then he would be satisfied.

Me. James: Better strike out the
words “town trust’” There were neo
town trusts now, - ‘
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Tee Premies altered the amendment | A man liked to drain his own land, but

accordingly.

Amendment (as altered) put and
passed, and the clause as amended

reed to.

Clause 4-— Governor may constitute
distriet

Tee PREMIER moved that the word
“place,” in line 2, be struck out, and
“ part of the colony” inserted in lieu;
that the words * the same,”” 1 line 3, be
struck out, and “any lands’ inserted
in liew; that the word ‘' may,” in line 4,
be struck out, and * in such order defined
by boundaries and,” inserted in lieu.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as ainended agreed to.

Claunses 5, 6, and 7—agreed to.

Clause 8—Eniry of board on office,
and retirement of members :

Mz. PIESSE: The accounts of roads
boards were balanced on the 3lst Decem.-
ber. They should be balanced at the end
of the financial year, to bring them into
line with Government accounts.

Tre PrEmier: Better deal with that
on Clause 29.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 9 to 16, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 17—Board may apply for drain-
age works and charge rates with cost of
eonstruction :

Mir. GEORGE: One would like to
ask about the 2 cent.

Tae PREMIER: The amount made
6 per cent. altogether. It would not be
wige to keep a thing of this sort hanging
about too long.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 18— Construction of main
drains :

Teg PREMIER moved that the word
“main,” line 3 in Sub-clause 5, be struck
out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clauses 19 and 20—agreed to.

Clause 21 —Branch drains:

Mr. GEQRGE : There might be three
allotments adjacent, and one bolder might
cut a feeder drain a foot deep. The
owner of the next allotment might also
make a drain a foot deep, and the owner

|

not that of another.

Ter Premier : The board would have
& discretion in this matter, and might
authorise a person to make branch draing
on such terms as it might think fit.

Clause put and passed.

Clauges 22 to 24, inclusive—agreed to.

Clause 25—Rates to be sufficient to
pay interest, etc., and Minister to make
rate on default of board :

Me. GEORGE: By this Bill the
Minister could levy a rate on the top of
that levied by the board.

Tae Premiee: It was the same with
regard to the waterworks.

Mr. ITLLINGWORTH : As far as one
could see there was no provision in the
Bill for paying the cost of the board.

Tue PreMiER: Yes; Clause 23,

Mz. ILLINGWORTH: The rate was
to be sufficient to cover it, and the whole
of the money was to be paid into ope
account.

Tar Peemigr: If the Minister had
not power to declare s rate, be would be
powerless. He would have found the
money, and if the board would not strike
a rate, where would he be ?

Me. HUTCHINSON: Under the
Municipal Act a certain rate had to be
levied to provide for repayment of interest
and sinking fund, and another rate for
working expenses. That did not appear
in this Bill, and some provision was
pecessary. A rate might be levied in
the early part of the year, and at the
end of the year it might be found insuffi-
cient,after payment of interest and sinking
fund, to pay working expenses, and then
the Government would have o find the
mouney or the board would be in debt.

Me. GEORGE: The Bill provided
that a rate could be levied on lands
“for the purposes of this Act.”

Clause put and passed.

Clanses 26 fo 29, inclusive—agreed
to.
Clause 3¢ —Moneys received to be paid
into bank:

M=. PIESSE: The financial year of
the colony ended in June. At the time
the Roads Board Act of 1888 was passed

of the other lot would have to drain much | the financial year ended on the 30th

deeper to carry off the water.

He did | December.

It would be more convenient

not know whether a feeder of this sort in 'r to have accounts made up to the end of
the case of a number of allotments would | June, and that could be provided for by

come under the category of & main drain.

altering this clause.
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Tae PREMIER: The Government
had altered their financial year, but the
financial year of the municipal councils
had not been altered. It was not neces-
sary to alter the time in regard to this
Bill, for the Government would not con-
tribute much to the funds of the board.

Mr. PIESSE: An alteration was not
s0 necessary in the case of this Bill as in
the Roads Board Act.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 31 to 39, inclusive—agreed to.

Schedule and title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments,

EECOMMITTAL.

On motion by the Premizk, Bill recom-
mitted.

Schedule :

Tue PREMIER moved that the word
“main,” in line 3, bhe struck out, and the
words “ or drains” inserted after « drain.”

Put and passed, and the schedule as
amended agreed to.

Title :

Tee PREMIER moved that the words
“agricultural and pastoral™ be struck
out.

Put and passed, and the title as
athended agreed to.

Bill reported with further amendments,
and the report adopted. '

PERTH ELECTRIC TRAMWAYS LIGHT-
ING AND POWER BILL (PrIvaTE)}.
S8ECOND READING.

Debate resumed from 7th November.
Me. JAMES (East Perth): I beg to
support the second reading of this Bill,
and I do so with the object of having
inzerted, when we are In Committee,
various amendments of which I have
given notice. Since those amendments
were placed on the Notice Paper they
have been accepted by the City Council,
and also by the Perth Electric Tramways
Company, Limited. The amendments
will be these.

v

The company will be |
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granted a license under the Electric .

Lighting Act of 1892, in the same man-
ner as if the license had been granted by
the City Council, and the company will

be subject to the same conditions and -

restrictions as the Gas Company, iv the
supply of electric light. There is this
further provision, that if the ratepayers
on a poll decide that the provisions of
this Bill should not be conferred on the
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company, the Bill will lapse; so that
really before the Bill comes into force
the City Council can, if they so desire,
submit the question to a poll of the
ratepayers, and have it determined
by the ratepayers whether the Bill
shall or shall not be adopted. I
hope that in any case the House will
not grant larger power to this company
than that which is proposed in these
alnendments. Whether we think the
City Council have or have not been right
in the attitude taken up by them towards
this Tramway Company, I hope and
believe we shall realise that the City
Council is the proper body to represent
the interests of the citizens of Perth,
and that in a matter like this we ought
not, to confer on the Tramway Company
any privileges or powers unless with the
approval of the ratepayers, on whose
shoulders the burden or the benefit will
rest.
Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

L]
IN COMMITTEE pro formd.

Amendments recommended by the
Select Committee, and as appearing
in Notice Paper in the name of the mem-
ber for Bast Perth, were embodied in the
Bill pro formd, with a view to their
being printed before recommittal.

Bill reported with amendments, and
the report adopted.

*
GOLDFIELDS ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Resumed from 13th November, at
Clanse 16, on motion by Mr. Illing-
worth that the clause be struck out.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH : The question
on which progress was reported on the
last occasion was a question of priuciple,
as to whether these leases should be
transferable or not. He thought they
ought not to be transferable, and in order
to test the question he had moved that
Clause 16 be struck ont. He intended
further {0 move that Clauses 17 to 21 be
struck out.

Tere MINISTER OF MINES: It
was not likely anyone would take up
these leases unless he was able to transfer
them; not that persons would take them
up for the purpose of transferring them.
Cases might arise in which a person
would have to leave the-district, and in
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order to get the value of his improvements
on the land it would be necessary that
he should be enabled legally to transfer
the lease.

Mge. InvineworTH: One-half of Bendigo
wag built on the same principle.

Tee MINISTER FOR MINES: It
would be only fair to allow the transfer
of a lease under such circumatances as he
had mentioned. The Bill provided that
the transferee must not be one holding
more land than he was entitled to under
the Bill, so that by transferring a lease
it waa impossible for any person to acquire
a large tract of land under the Bill. In
order to safeguard this, he did intend to
propose an alteration in Sub-clause 2 of
Clause 16, in order to make the meaning
perfectly clear by striking out words in
the second line, “then holding the maxi-
mum area under,” with the view to
inserting the words, “not entitled to
apply for same under Section 4. The
clause would then make it clear that no
person would be entitled to transfer any
homestead lease to any person who was
not entitled to apply for the same under
Clause 4 of this Bill. That clause pro-
vided that no person should apply for
more than 20 acres within two miles of
the nearest boundary of a townsite, and
soon. The amendment he now suggested
would make it perfectly clear that the
transferee could not hold more land than
he woy)d be entitled to hold under this
Bill. It was hoped, therefore, that the
motion for striking out this clause would
not be pressed, because to strike out this
and other clauses mentioned would have a
bad effect in the working of the measure;
for unless persons had some security for
improvements made on their land, very
few persons would avail themselves of the
privileges provided in this Bill

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : The Minister
was under some misapprehension. In
Victoria, the goldfield eities were built
on the same condition, and the very last
house occupied by him in Bendigo, valued
at £600, was held in the same way; there
being no title to the land, but only a
right to transfer the improvements from
one holder of a miner’s right to another
holder of a miner's right. There was no
reason here why a man should not be
able to sell his improvements; but what
was wanted was to have this land used
a3 market gardens or orchards on the
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goldfields, in order that the man who
held it might have some tenure. At pre-
gent such a man could take up land under
existing Acts, but he would have no
tenure escept from year to year.

Tae Mimister oF Miwes: There was
a tenure under the provision for garden
areas.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : If a man had
a right to hold under the conditions of a
miner's vight, he could sell his improve-
ments to another man who also held a
miner's right. He (Mr. Ilingworth)
admitted that the amendment suggested
by the Minister would remove a great
deal of objection.

Mz. KINGSMILL: The object of the
hon. member in moving to strike out the
clause was to prevent land from being
used for speculative purposes; and in
order to obwiate that, the hon. member
wished to make it impossible for a man
who took up this land to transfer it.
The hon. member’s object was a good one
in trying to prevent speculative holding
of land, but the method by which he pro-
posed to effect it was not desirable. If
this clanse could be so amended that the
object for which the land was taken up
in the first instance should not be lost
sight of by the transferee, we should
endeavour to do that. Every word of
the Bill so far breathed the spirit of
wishing to de away with speculation;
and if the Minister were to have the
power of granting or refusing a transfer,
the object we were aiming at might be
attained. He therefore moved as an
amendment; that after the word *“ may,”
in the first line, there be inserted the
words * subject to the approval of the
Minister.”

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: A
holding could not be transferred under
the Bill without the approval of the
Minister, in his opinion; use as the
lease was granied by the Minister, so it
could not be transferred without the
Minister’s approval. Hon. members would
know that under the Goldfields Act, of
which this was to be a part, leases were
granted subject to the approval of the
Minister, and those leases could not be
transferred without the Minister’s ap-
provel. This, however, would no doubt
be provided for by the regulations. He
had no objection to the amendmwent now
suggested, and every member would
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admit that the administration of an Aect
was the chief thing; for the wmanner in
which an Act was carried out, no matter
how good iis provisions were, was more
important than the Act itself.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : Possibly the
suggestion by the member for Pilbarra
and the alterations suggested by the
Minister would remove the objections he
bad in view. He, therefore, asked leave
to withdraw his motion.

Motion (for striking out the clause)
by leave withdrawn.

Mzr. KINGSMILIL formally mouved
the motion he had suggested, and said
there was one little proviso he would like
to make. He understood regulations
would be framed under the Bill; and
what he wished to see was a provision
which would vitiate the title to a lease in
the event of such lease being used for
speculative purposes. That could be put
in the regulations.

Amendment put and passed.

Toae MINISTER OF MINES moved,
as a further amendment, that in the
second line of the proviso the words
“ then holding the maximum area under”
be strack out, and that there be inserted
in lien the words “ not entitled to apply
for same under Section 4 of.”

Amendment (*“subject to the approval
of the Minister”) put and passed, and
the clanse as amended agreed to.

Clause 17—Transfer by sheriff when
holding taken in execution and sold:

M= ILLINGWORTH : Notwithstand-
ing all the previous provisos, if -the
sheriff sold, he conld execute a transfer
to any holder of a miner's right; there.
fore, to be able to transfer, a lessee had
only to get into difficulties and make
default, so that the sheriff might enter.
He moved that the words * subject, to the
proviso coutained in Clanse 16 be added
to the clause.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 18—Mortgages:

Me. ILLINGWORTH: Here there
was the same difficulty. The mortgagee
might foreclose and a transfer be exe-
cuted. An amendment similar to that of
the last clause was required.

Mer. VOSPER: These amendments
were mostly farcical, as they proposed to
arrange that the sheriff or the mortgagee,
on seizing, could transfer to none but the

(22 Novemser, 1900.]

- in Commattes. 1873

holder of a miner’s right; but anyone
could obtain a miner's right.

Mr. IrrinewortH: The proviso of
Clause 16 would prevent abuse.

Me. VOSPER: But the minimum
area to be held in one district was 500
acres, and a man could have mortgages
over several 20-acre blocks.

Tae Mivistes oF Mives: No.
was forbidden by Clause 4.

Mer. VOSPER (after reading the
clause) : By that clause, no person might
“apply " for such areas. 1t did not say
no person might acquire; and here were
provisions whereby persons could acquire
such areas by mortgage. The maximum
being 500 acres, amy mortgagee could
acquire & dozen or more suburban blocks
in the vicinity of a town, by foreclosing ;
and thus the Bill would induce land-
lordism in its worst form,

Mgr. IniveworTH : The leases should
not be transferable at all.

THE Mi~xisTER oF Mings: The subject
bad already been discussed.

Mz. VOSPER: Why not follow the
example of the Commissioner of Crown
Liands, who had endeavoured to ?prevent.
the transfer of homestead blocks ¥

That

Tag MinisTEr oF Mines: These
leases were different.
Mr. VOSPER: True. In the Home-

stead Act, there was a. bond fide attempt
to place working men on the land. Im
thig, the so-called miner’'s homestead was a
mere sham, and a menns of promoting
land monopoly. _

Tre Minisrer oF Mines: The hon.
member was always suggesting ulterior
motives behind every Bill.

Mr. VOSPER: The meaning of the
Bill was evident.

Me. KINGSMILL disagreed with the
last speaker. At all events, the Biil
would not affect the hon. member's elee-
torate. This clause, with the amendments
consequential on those made, would meet
the object of the Bill by, as far as pos-
sible, safeguarding transfers, all these
being subject to Ministerial approval;
and after all, the efficiency of any Aect
depended solely on its administration.

Mzr. IrviveworTH: What would
happen if the mortgagee foreclosed ?

Tae MivisTer OF Mines; Let the
hon. member move an amendment, if he
chose.
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Me. ILLINGWORTH: Better prevent
the lessee from mortgaging. He moved
that the clause be struck out.

Amendment put and paseed, and the
clanse struck out.

On motions by Me. ILLINGWORTH,
Clauses 19 to 21 inclusive, struck out.

Clause 22—Rights of minera to work
leased land :

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: It was
desirable to permit of entry on howmestead
leases to search for minerals other than
gold. The clause provided for taking up
land in accordance with the provisions of
the principal Act, which provided for
goldmining leases only. This clause had
been drafted from the Queensland Act,
providing for mining for gold and other
minerals. He moved that after * Act™
in Sub-clause 1, line 3, “or the Mineral
Lands Act of 18492” be inserted; that
after “regulations™ in line 3, *there.
under respectively” be inserted; that
after **lease” in Sub-clause 2, line 1, “or
mineral lease” be inserted; that after
“Act” in Sub-clause 2, line 2, ““or the
Mineral Lands Act, 1892, be inserfed ;
that after the second “ mining” in Sub-
clause 3, line 2, “or mineral” beinserted;
that the words ““ claim or™ in Sub-clause
3, line 6, be struck out, and *“gold”
inserted in Lien; and that after * mining,”
in the same line, “or mineral” be inserted.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 23— Compensation for land :

Me. VOSPER moved that the clause
be struck out. Its effect would be to
prohibit mining upon these so-called
homestead leases. The clause set forth
that the lessee might call on the Warden
to assess the damage likely to be done to
the homestead—not the damage actually
done. How could the Warden guuge the
damage likely to be done by a miner on a
homestead leage? The prospector would
be penalised by having to ledge a deposit
against hypothetical damage, and none
but a rich man could enter upon such
leases, which would be completely locked
up from wining,

Mgr. KINGSMILL: In a previous
session he had raised the same point on
the Mining on Private Property Bill.
These deposits for hypothetical damage
were  absolutely ridiculous, as guch
damage could not be foreseen or assessed.
The clause could be re-drafted so as to
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meet the objection, and he intended to
move the addition of a proviso that
nothing contained in this clause should
apply to any homestead lease comprising
an area of more than 20 acres. As to
the provision for 2 preliminary deposit,
he would like to see that abolished, for if
it existed it would bave an absolutely
deterrent effect upon the prospector. In
no case should the clause apply to the
larger howmestead leases. Those who
took up 500 acres did so for the purpose
gfdgra,zing stock, or it was supposed they

Tee MivisteEr oF Mines: Then they
got no damages.

M. KINGSMILL: The clanse was
absolutely unworkable and ridiculous.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
same clause had been in existence in
Queensland for many years, and people
in Queensland knew more about the
working of gold mines than we did. If
there had been any necessity to alter the
Goldfields Act in Queensland, that Act
would have been altered the session
before last, when they were consolidating
their gold mining law. All the clauses
dealing with homestend leases werehedged
round in such away that itwould bealmost
impossible to grant any auriferous land,
a,ncPll the geological formation of the coun-
try would indicate whether the land was
auriferous or not. There must be plenty
of land which the greatest tyre would
know contained neither gold nor other
mineral. If the result of a man’s labour
was destroyed, compensation should be
given for the damage done. No compen-
gation was to be given for the value of
the land. 'We ghould try to make the
measure as easy as possible, but he could
not encourage people to go on the land
and then provide that the improvements
they had effected should be taken from
them without compensation. That would
be an injuslice, and he would rather drop
the Bill altogether than agree to such a
provision. But be did not intend to drop
1, and he hoped members would assist
him to pass 1. He would be glad to
listen to any reasonable amendment, and
he trusted the amendments would be
just to both parties. There was not the
slightest chance of land in any way
auriferous heing granted under this Bill,
and the difficulties members were afraid
of were not likely to arise. The miner
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would rather help the homestead lessee,
if possible, than put him o incon-
venience.

Mz, VOSPER: No one but the veriest
tyro would presume to judge what was
and what was not auriferous land. Take
the case of the Ivamhoe Venture mine :
a lease was taken up a good distance
from any known auriferous centre, but a
huge deposit of gold was found there ;
and that was the kind of thing which
occurred all over the country. What
happened in regard to the Great Boulder ?
The Great Boulder was condemned on all
sides. He was there in the early part
of 1894, and the Great Boulder was
regarded as absolutely valueless, yet it
turned out to be one of the most valuable
mines in the country. We were told this
clauge was similar to the Queensland
clause. It was true that in Queensland
they had consolidated their Act, but
what happened in connection with the
Royal Commission on mining in Queens-
land? Simply that a number of repre-
sentatives of capital and labour were
called together on the Commission, and
they entered into a compromise which
satisfied themselves and no one else. A
Bill was the result of that conference,
and the consolidation of the law was no
more satisfactory than the old law. In
every case these homestead leases in
Queensland had been found to interfere
with mining. There were plenty of
individuals who would take all the free-
hold that one chose to give them; and
these were the people we ought to guard
against. In regard to compensation, a
man who did damage should pay for it;
but, to say a man should put up a deposit
for probable damage in the future, was a
rank absurdity, and it was likely to
injure mining to a considerable degree.
A miner's right had become almost a
valueless document now, and the few
advantages conferred upon the owner
were being gradually taken away. If
the Minister of Mines proved uncom-
promising, he (Mr. Vosper) should do
his best fo wreck the Bill.

Mr. KINGSMILL: A lessee should
earn compensation before he received it.
This Bill was absolutely one-sided. 1t
betrayed a great lack of confidence in the
prospector; and to assess damages likely
to be done was not practicable. At the
same time, any damage actually com-
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mitted should be paid for. To require a
deposit before a. prospector could go on
the land would be an absolute deterrent.
His own desire was not to wreck the Bill,
but to see it go through in reasonable
form.

Me. GREGORY: The great object
desired by members was that where a
man had a garden area or a growing
crop, no prospector should be allowed to
go on that portion of land without pay-
ing a deposit for any damage he might
do the improvements. If a man bad an
area of 20 acres, intensely cultivated, it
would be unfair for an ordinary pros-
pector to go on that land without making
some deposit; but with regard to the
prospector going on other portions of
land not under intense cultivation, it
would be absurd to require a deposit
from him for any damage the prospector
might or might not do to the improve-
ments. He moved that progress be re-
ported.

Motion put and negatived.

Mz. MORAN; Two proposals were
before the Committee, and it would be
absurd to listen to either of them. He
was in sympathy with the member for
North-Bast Coolgardie, for his object
was to destroy the Bill in reference to
giving any of this land on the goldfields
for garden purposes. The time had not
come for vsing land on the goldfields in
that way, and he did not know who the
“ cranks ”’ might be who would turn the
deserts around our goldfields into gardens
or pastoral areas. In one case a man
had to put up security for damage he
might de before he could go on the land.
That was absurd. In the other case, if
we struck out the clause it would be
equally absurd, because we should be
saying a man might go where he liked
and should mot be required to pay
until he had done some actual ‘damage.
How many prospectors would be able to
pay either before or after ? Men who went
out prospecting were usually driven 1o it
by hard necessity, and they could not
provide money for damages either before
or after it was done. This rushing through
of legislation before it was really wanted
should be checked, and we should wait
till the bulk of the people ask for it. We
should at least wait till the new members,
who would be elected to represent the
goldfields next year, could appear in this
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House and speak the opinion of the gold-
fields on these questions.

Tee Mivisrer oF Mines: The gold-
fielda newspapers were unanimously in
favour of this proposal.

Me. MORAN : The goldfields Press!
God forgive anybody who looked to
the goldfields Press for his salvation.
The only medal he could congratulate
himself on holding was one for not
taking his politics from the goldfields
Press. He had been asked in Kal-
goorlie, by a few “cranks” who would
like to have garden areas from Cool.
gardie to Kalgoorliealong the railway line,
to sopport this proposal; but the great
bulk of the people laughed at the idesa,
and it was absurd to talk of garden areas
or leaseholds in that country. It would
be much better to waituntil next May, when
the goldfields people would speak through
increased representation; although the
Minister of Mines no doubt thought he
was doing a kind action to the goldfields,
and that gentleman had as much the
confidence of the people there as any
goldfields member in the House. The
Bill was good itself in many other respects,
and it might be advisable, perbaps, to
have boards appointed to inquire into the
various requirements of differently
situated goldfields.

Mr. KINGSMILL: So long as the
compensation was not required to be
deposited, he would be prepared to
support the clause; and with that object
he would like to move that after the word
* damage” in line 3 likely to be” be
struck out.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES accepted
the view put forward by the member for
Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill), and promised
that if this clause were passed he would
have the suggested amendment prepared,
with copsequential amendments, in view
of the recommittal.

Mr. Vosper: Under the circumstances,
he asked leave to withdraw his amend-
ment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn, and
the clause passed.

Clange 24—agreed to,

Clause 25—Protection of mining im-
provements :

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved
that after “mining ” line 1, the words “ or
mineral”’ be inserted.
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Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 26 and 27 —agreed to.

Clause 28 —Limitation of Act to certain
goldfields :

Me. KINGSMLL moved that all words
after ‘ direct,” line 3, be struck out
ag superfluous and troublesome. If it
were found advisable to apply the con-
ditions of this Bill in the future to land
in the South-Western Division—and it
might be advisable, in his opinion—an
amending Bill would be required if the
words were left in; but if simply the first
part of the clause were passed, the
Governor in Council had all the puwer
necessary.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The
provision as it appeared in the Bill had
been inserted in deference to the wishes
of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, but
he (the Minister of Mines) thoughi the
power given was quite sufficient without
the words objected to by the member for
Pilbarra (Mr. Kingsmill).

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to. :

Clause 29—Amendment of 59 Viet,
No. 40,8. 7:

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Sec-
tion 7 of the principal Act gave the
Governor power to proclaim a goldfield,
but not power to abolish a goldfield, and
it was desirable the latter should be pro-
vided.

Clanse put and passed.

Clause 30 —agreed to.

Clanse 31—Amendment of Section 15:

Mr. GREGORY: Would this clause
validate all previous rights ?

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Yes.
The law had been amended az to miners’
rights, and this gave the same power as
to business licenses.

Clavse put and passed.

Clause 32— Amendment of Section 16:

Ter MINISTER OF MINES: This
clause was simply to provide that a miner,
under his miner's right, could not take up
and occupy for the purpose of business or
residence any area of land unless the
locality was first approved by the
warden.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 33—agreed to.

Clause 34—Amendment of Section 19 :

Ta:MINISTER OF MINES: Section
19 provided that every person who issued
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business licenses must be appointed for | lessee, after abandoning a lease, might

the purpose by the Governor. This
clause provided that the Minister and the
wardens might nt licenses. This
wasg already the law in regard to the issue
of mipers’ rights.

Mz. GREGORY moved that the follow-
ing be added to the clause: “ Bat no
business areas shall be granted within a
distance of three miles of any gazetted
town boundary.” This would not prevent
the Government creating setflement
within three miles, but a warden should

* not be allowed to proclaim business areas
within that radius. In sowe places it
might be necessary to proclaim a town-
site close to another townsite.

Tueg MINISTER OF MINES : Tt was
not a good thing to have bard-and-fast
rules in regard to these matters. The
wardens had instructions not to grant
business areas within three miles of
a townsite without approval. Tt had
been held in the Supreme Court that
there was no power to make vegulations
to provide that business areas should nof
be granted without the approval of the
warden as to locality. That was now to
be remedied by providing it in the Bill.

Mg. KINGSMILL: This amendment
should not be made to apply to the whole
colony. Tt might do in some places, but
not in others.

Mr. Moran: It should not be left to
-the warden to grant these areas. A
warden would grant an area for one
person and not another sometimes.

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: The
amendment might be altered to provide
that no licenses should be granted with-
out the approval of the Minister for areas
within three miles of a townsite.

Mer. GREGORY altered his amend-
mendment to read : “and by adding at
the end of the same sub-section, ‘but no
business area shall be granted within the
distance of thres miles of any gazetted
town boundary without the approval of
the Minister.””

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 35 to 37, mclusive—agreed to.

Clause 38—Amendment of Section
4]1:

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved

that after the word “shall,” in line 8,

“al any time before the expiration

thereof ’ be inserted. Otherwise, the

|

|

return and clajm it.

Amendment put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clauses 39 to 47, inclusive—agreed to.

Clauge 48— Amendment of Section 13:

Me. GrEcory: What did ** ninety-six
acres ” mean ?

Tug MINISTER OF MINES: The
principal Act gave power to amalgamate
four 24-acre leases, so as to make 98
acres. Persons might have several leases
of lesser extent, which would not make
96 acres altogether; and the clause would
allow of the amalgamation of any number
of adjoining leases which did not com-
prise more than 96 acres in all.

Clzuse put and passed.

Clauses 49 to 51, inclusive—agreed

to.

Clause 52— Warden or Resident Magis-
trate may grant a gold dealer’s license,
-tc .

ate. :

Tee MINISTER OF MINES moved
that in sub-clause 6 the words, “in the
preseribed form, and containing the pre-
scribed particulars, and shall obtain the
seller’s or buyer's signature to such
entry, and his address,” in lines 4 to 7,
inclusive, be struck out, and "“of the
name and address of the buyer and seller
respectively, and of such other particulars
as may be from time to time preseribed,”
inserted in lien; that after the word
“may,” in line 9, “also” be inserted;
that in sub-clause 7, line 8, the word
“purchase” be struck out, and “dealer's”
inserted in lieu.

Amendments put and passed, and the
clause as amended agreed to.

Clause 53— Gazette notices of forfeiture
on mining leases to be conclusive evidence
of forfeiture:

Tae MINISTER OF MINES moved
that after the figures “ 1898, in line 2,
the words “ and without prejudice to any
lease, subject to pending legal proceed-
ings " be inserted.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr TLLINGWORTH : What was the
meaning of the words * heretofore or,” in
line 87 Apparently this was retrospective
legislation.

Tur MinigTer oF Mines: No. The
clausemerely confirmed forfeitures already
made.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH : What had
we to do with the Guzette notice ? The
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words " heretofore or” had better be
struck out.

M=z. Moraw : The clause would be no
good without those words.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: The
object of the clause was to make sure
that all forfeitures published in the
Government Gazetfe in the past were con-
clusive. It was held by some persons
that forfeiture was not complete until the
Government had made a re-entry. The
clauge was simply to provide that all
notices which had appeared in the Govern-
ment Gazette prior to the passing of this
BRill were equivalent to re-entry. It was
simply to protect the individual. He
moved that after the word * lands,” in
line 20, the word “ and ” be inserted ;
also that the word * such,” in line 24, be
struck out.

Put and passed, and the clause as
amended agreed to.

New Clause :

Tar MINISTER OF MINES wmoved
that the following be added, as Clause
37—

Section 35 of the principal Act is amended

by adding after the word * thereto,” in line
10, the words— Provided also that a lease
may be granted notwithstanding that the
person applying for the same may not in all
respects have complied with the Regulations,
and no such non-compliance shal)l affect any
leass already granted.”
Section 35 of the principal Act provided
for the duration of the lease, and gave
the power to refuse a lease although the
regulations bad been complied with; but
there wae no power to grant a lease if
the regulations had not been properly
complied with,

MEe. GreEaory : Did the Minister want
that ?

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: We
did not want to exercise the power to do it;
but supposing a lease were granted, some
person might in after years hunt up an
old application and all the evidence, and
find, perhaps, that the pegs were not
exactly of the right size, or something of
that sort, and then come in and say that
the lease was illegal, and the Government
had no right to grant it, because the
regulations had not been complied with.
The Victorian Act provided for what was
here proposed. [t was simply done to
protect the rights of the individual, and
was purely a matter of administration.
We wanted to make it absolutely certain
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that when a lease was granted the title
should be secure. A provision to that
effect was in the Mineral Lands Act, but
not in this measure. He was not quite
sure whether a title given by the Crown
could be disputed, but he knew this pro-
viso was inserted in the other colouies,
and in reading up the law on the subject
he ¢ame to the conclusion it would be
better in the interests of the mining
lessees that this should be inserted.

Tae ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
point aimed at was that when a lease was
granted it showld not be competent to
inquire inte the preliminaries except in
case of fraud. The House would see the
necessity for something of the kind now
proposed, in order to prevent a system of
blackmailing.

Clause put and passed, and added to
the Bill.

New Clause:

Me. GREGORY moved that the follow-
ing clause, to stand as Clause 48, be
added to the Bill.

Section 10 of the Goldfields Amendinent

Act, 1898, is amended by striking out the
words “ one-third,” in the second line of the
second paragraph, and by inserting in lieu
thereof “ one-eighth.”
That section meant that any person who
desired to take up a 24-acre lease should,
until the lease was granted or refused,
have a supreme right to one-third of the
area. If an alluvial man took up that
area and persisted in his right, there
would be a riot.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: Would
it not be better to specify a certain
amount of land, instead of stating one-
eighth of thearea? Supposing a man had
only a five-acre lease, one-eighth of that
would be a very small amount. Would
the hon. member say one acre?

Mrg. Moran: What was the good of an
acre P

Tre MINISTER OF MINES: Two
acres,

Mr. GREGORY accepted the sugges-
tion as to two acres.

Clause put and passed.

New Clause:

Tee MINISTER OF MINES moved
that the following be added as Claunse
81:—

No person fo mine under Tollway reserve

excepl on cerlain conditions.

5. It shall not be lawful for the owner,
leasee, or occupier of any mine lying under



Health Bill.

any railway reserve, or under land resumed
for railway or tramway purposes, to wmine
under such reserve or resumed land without
giving at least fourteen days’ previous notice
in writing to the Minister,

The Minister may impose upon such owner,
lessee, or occupier such terms, if any, as the
Miuister thinks necessary for the public safety,
and in that case such mining shall only be
carried on in accordance with those terms.

A condition for the observance of this section
by the lessee of every existing and future
mining lease shall be deemed fo be confained
therein. The Governor, if he shall think fit,
may, at the request and cost of any such
lessee, owner, Or occupier, cause or requira the
devintion of any railway or tramway so far as
may bfe necessary for the working of any lode
or reef,

Mr. GREGORY: If a railway were
taken over a lease already granted, the
lessee could be made to pay for any
damage ?

Tar MINISTER OF MINES: No;
what the clause provided was that before
a lessee could mine under a railway he
must give notice to the Minister.

Mr. Moran: And the Minister counld
impose conditions ?

Tue MINISTER OF MINES: Yes;
in order to ensure public safety. There
would be railways and tramways all
around Kalgoorlie, and if care were not
taken, there might be a terrible accident.
The Chamber of Mines at Kalgoorlie
knew what the clause provided.

WMr. MORAN: This was rather too
important a clause to be introduced with-
ont notice. Four-fifths of the leases at
Kalgoorlie would be affected, and tram-
ways and railways were subsidiary to the
gold-mining industry.

On motion by Mr. ILLINaWORTH, pro-
gress reported and leave given to sit
again,

HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Consideration resumed from 16th Octo-
ber, at Clanse 16; Mr. Moorhead having
moved to strike out paragraph 1.

Clause 16—Closing public buildings :

Mr. MORAN: The mover of the
amendment did not intend to inmsist on
hig proposal.

Amendment put and negatived, and
the clause passed.

Clauses 17 to 23, inclusive—agreed to.

Title—agreed to.

[26 NovemeEr, 1900.]

Industrial School. 1879

Bill reported with an amendment, and
the report adopted.

ADJOUGRNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10-45 o'clock
until the next Monday evening.

Begislutive Assembly,
Monday, 26th November, 1900.

Question : Subinco Industrial School—Privilege: Con-
tractiog with Government ; position of s Member—
Papers ordered: Railway Survey, Newcastle to
Bejoording—Land Dninafe Bill, third reading—
Health Act Amerdment Bill, Recommittal, reported

—Kalgoorlic Roads Board Trummways Bill, Post.

ponemant—HamEton Plains Railway Bill {private},
third reading—Bills of Sale Amendment Bill,
gecond reading, in Committee, progress—Perth
Electric Tramways Lighting und Power Bill
2rivnt.e). in Committee, reported—Goldfields Act

mendment Bill, in Committee, Clause 51 to end
~=Adjournment.

Tae SPEAKER tock the chair at 7-30
o’clock, p.m.

PrAYERS.

QUESTION—SUBIACO INDUSTRIAL
SCHOOQL.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1,
Whether the Government or Colonial
Secretary has received any complaints of
overcrowding in the Industrial School at
Subiaco. 2, Whether the (Government
or Colonial Secretary has received any
intimation from the Committee of
Management or the officials in charge, as
to the wurgent necessity for a proper
classification. -3, If so, what sieps it
any have been taken in connection with
these matters.

Tae PREMIER replied:—1, Yes, on
two occasions: the first time twelve
months ago, when it was attended to,
and again on the 5th of this month.
There are now in the girls’ dormitory three
spare beds, and in the boys’ dormitory

one. As the department has no control
| over the sending in of cases, this is likely



